
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon, “The Fringe and the Pharisee”, is number 23 in the series.  You will find the order 
of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary  Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Growth Groups
  5 :00 p.m.   Youth
  5:00 p.m.    Kids For Christ
  7:00 p.m.    College Ministry

   

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To 
learn more about 
Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywi l son fe l tz@
aldersgateabilene.
org.

Tuesday:        
12:00 Noon    Women’s Fellowship Lunch
     6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
     5:45 p.m.   Growth Group
     7:00 p.m.   Chancel Choir

Thursday:
     6:30 a.m.     Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Academy Spotlight:  Teacher, Elainna Myers

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

    Hello.  My name is Elainna Myers. 
   This is my second year at The Academy. I am currently working with 
the 3 year old class with Kris Wilson in Room F.  
   We have 17 boys and girls in our class.  I graduated from Abilene High 
School and then McMurry with a degree in Early Childhood Education. 
I have a love for all children, and I am very excited to watch our children 
learn and grow as the year progresses.
    I have been married for eight years and have two children. Amaya is in 
the 1st Grade at Austin Elementary and Nolan is 3 years old and attends 
Aldersgate Academy.
   Also, I am raising my niece, Josalynn, who is in the 3rd Grade at Austin 
Elementary.
    I want to thank Aldersgate for taking the time to support the staff and 
families of The Academy.



    A common theme that I have noticed throughout 
college and also this year while working with the youth 
has been bravery. I personally have been placed in 
countless situations that have called for a great amount 
of bravery that I know only God can supply. I also have 
seen many situations that our youth  have been placed 
in that called them to be brave. This past summer, on 
our trip to Camp Eagle (be sure to sign up for this year!), 
we had the opportunity to go down a 3000 foot zip line! 
I don’t know about you, but as a 6th Grader, I would 
never ever have had enough courage to do something 
like that! These middle and high school students have 

Youth Ministry: Be Brave!

College Ministry: A Day without Words
   As many of you know, a group of college students meets for 
a small group on Thursday nights to work through a book by 
James Bryan Smith called “The Good and Beautiful Life.” This 
is the second book within the Apprentice Series (three books 
total). As part of the group study, this little apprentice group 
will observe “A Day without Words.” Essentially, these students 
will take a weekend to get away from their campuses, studies, 
jobs, and social activities to observe a significant time of silence 
with one another—which will surely be quite the challenge! 
After the silent portion of the retreat, the group will get to 

spend some time relaxing, playing, and enjoying fellowship with one another. 
   I thought I would share about this upcoming silent retreat as a way to invite you into praying for these 
students and our college ministry. I don’t think I can express adequately how proud I am of these students, 
the relationships that are being formed within this group, the transformation that is taking place, and even 
the ways that the fruits of this group are spilling over into our greater college ministry. Please pray for these 
students as they continue to journey together through this apprentice material—especially as they take on 
the challenge of practicing “A Day without Words” during the weekend of February 13-15th. If you would 
like more specific information about the retreat, names of students participating, or are interested in seeing 
how you can help, then feel free to speak with me or email me at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org
 Grace and Peace! — Kyle Watson

definitely taught me a thing or two about what it really means to be brave and have unwavering confidence 
in the Lord! Whether it is singing or playing in the worship band, going down a giant zip line, or dealing 
with all kinds of problems that are way out of their control, bravery has been something I have constantly 
noticed in my youth ministry experience! — Phoebe Head 
          “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,
                                      for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9



                                 A Sermon series on
                             “ALIVE with Jesus”
                 “The Fringe and Pharisee”  Luke 7: 36-50

Jesus and the People

 -  The Fringy Multitude

 -  The Pharisees

Jesus, The Woman, and the Pharisee: The Compassionate Grill Meister

 -  The Exchange of Love

 -  The Rise of Judgment

There are times when we...
 
 ...feel

 ...come across

 ...

The Challenge

Luke 7:20 All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, 
acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by John. 
30 But the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, 
because they had not been baptized by John.



Growth Group Questions

1.     Besides Jesus, name a person with whom you would like to spend a day.  Why 
that   person? 

2.     What “types” of people are easiest for you to be around?  What “types” are a 
challenge?

3.     In thinking about this week’s sermon, “The Fringe and the Pharisee,” what one 
thing got your attention or raised a question for you?

4.     Pastor Steve pointed out several types of “fringe” people to whom Jesus ministered.  
Who are on the fringes in Abilene?  When do you cross paths with them?    

5.    Pastor Steve said that Jesus showed compassion to all, yet got up in the grill of 
the compassionless. (See Matthew 23 and Luke 7:40.)  Do you ever consider being 
Christlike in this way?

6.      What is your definition of being judgmental?  In what circumstances are you 
most tempted to be judgmental?  How do you think being judgmental cuts people off 
from God? (See Matthew 23:13-14.)

7.     What struck you about the “There are times we…” part of the sermon, in which 
the words “marginalized, scapegoated, shunned, ignored, and forgotten” were used 
repeatedly.  Which one of the three (See outline.) do you most identify with today?

8.     The challenge from this sermon centered on the spiritual discipline of hospitality.  
Had you ever thought about hospitality being on the same plane  with disciplines 
such as prayer? Did you commit to any new aspect of hospitality as a result?

9.      How can the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week? 



Financial Peace: New Session Begins February 5th

Bowie Elementary: Going Up?

   The next session of Financial Peace University at 
Aldersgate will begin on Thursday, February 5th, from 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Chapel. Pastor Steve often reminds us 
that money is the primary thing that competes with God 
for our allegiance. As Jesus put it, the love of money is the 
root of all kinds of evil. (1 Timothy 6:10)
    That’s why we all need a plan for our money. Financial 
Peace University (FPU) can be that plan!  It teaches sound 
ways of handling money through video teaching, class 
discussions and interactive small group activities. FPU 
presents biblically based, practical steps to get from where 
you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be financially.  

      My mother and grandmother always insisted I 
write thank you notes for gifts and acts of kindness 
done for me while I was growing up in Ohio. Today,
it is something I usually do because I do not want 
the tradition of thank you notes to disappear with 
the advance of technology. This train of thought 
got me to thinking about God, who is all about 
doing the right thing, and about how God would 
go about thanking us.
    Monday, I was late for an appointment and 
arrived at an elevator for a 30-second ride to the 
second floor, when an acquaintance got to the door 

as I did. When the doors closed, she said, “I recognize you because I taught with your husband in the past. 
For the last few years, I was at Bowie Elementary. I must tell you I was at the very end of my rope. School 
was unbelievably stressful, and the testing schedule was impossible.
     Then your Aldersgate group came in to help and support us, and life changed dramatically for all of us.  
It was like a breath of fresh air.  All I can say is, it saved my life."
 — Sally Villers. Bowie Volunteer (shown above with Jessica Watson, director of connections)

     This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much 
more! FPU classes meet for around an hour and a half each week for nine weeks. Childcare is available.     
       If you are interested in participating, please contact Diana Hartmann at (325) 518-1498 or sign up at the 
Welcome Center in the hallway. Grace and Peace!



Children’s Ministry: Spotlight on Tereza!

Connections: Making A First Impression  
    This spring, we are gearing up for the formation of a First 
Impressions team. This will include the individuals who are 
already serving weekly as ushers and greeters, hospitality 
volunteers (The warm coffee and sugary donuts don’t just 
magically appear,) and those who deliver bread to first-time 
guests. We will also add to this ministry by incorporating new, 
intentional ways to reach out to guests and help them connect 
with the community. We do this because people matter. When 
anyone enters the door on Sunday morning our hope is that they 
would experience God in a meaningful way. If you enjoy meeting 
new people and connecting them with the church, I hope you 
prayerfully consider joining this team! — Jessica Watson

     Tereza Sliter is our Children’s Intern.  She works mainly with the 
elementary kids and is my right-hand woman!  
      She and I take turns teaching Children’s Church. Each week, one
of us teaches the early service and the other teaches the late service. 
The following week, we switch so we both have an opportunity to 
be with all the kids.  On Sunday nights, Tereza leads a group of 
Kindergarten-2nd Grade students. Her favorite part of working 
with the children is their ability to trust in God without reservation 
and their thirst for more knowledge. 
    She loves that they trust her and look to her to provide them 
with a loving, fun and truthful way to learn about the word! Tereza 
and her daughter, Julia, have been a part of our community since 
she first came to McMurry for her  freshman year.  She is now in 

her junior year at McMurry and is double-majoring in Christian Ministry and Political Science, with a 
minor in Greek. 
    Tereza’s perfect day would include brunch with friends, reading a good book, and then ending the day 
with a delicious cookout with good company. Her dream is to never stop learning and to explore the world.
Tereza’s favorite food is spaghetti. Her favorite color is blue, and given the choice between getting to attend 
Hogwarts and having a pet sasquatch, she would choose Hogwarts every time. Smart woman!
     I really appreciate Tereza’s dependability and her love for the kids. I am so thankful to have her as my 
intern, where I get to see her grow and change in her ministry skills. — Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                     (1.25.2015)

Budget for 2015 =808,647.00 
Received This Week = 15,489.28
Received Month-to-Date = 59,542.98
Received Year-to-Date = $59,542.98
2015 Faith Promise Pledge=

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service= 220
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=186

Total Worship Service Attendance= 406                                                 
 Sunday school=174

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

     In the Word: The Soul

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:              Luke 7: 36-50
Monday:            Matthew 9: 1-38
Tuesday:          Matthew 22: 1-14  
Wednesday:       Luke 10: 25-37
Thursday:           Matthew 23: 1-39    
Friday:                Luke 18: 9-14
Saturday:            Mark 2: 1-17

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:               Psalm 111-118    
Monday:           1 Kings 1-2; Psalm 37;   
                              Psalm 71; Psalm 94         
Tuesday:           Psalm 119: 1-88  
Wednesday:        1 Kings 3-4; 2 Chronicles 1;
                              Psalm 72  
Thursday:           Psalm 119: 89-176  
Friday:                 Song of Songs: 1-8               
Saturday:             Proverbs 1-3                       
          
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book that 
we are inviting you to read 
as we begin the new year.  
If you would like a copy, 
please call the church office 
at 672-7893, or indicate on the welcome 
card and we will order a copy for you. The 
price is $15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

34 And calling the crowd to him with his 
disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will 

save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul?  
                                                                                                   Mark 8:34-37

  Read the above passage, slowly and deliberately.  Now read it 
again, but this time replace the two occurrences of “life” with the 
word, “soul.”  One more time: This time replace the two occurrences 
of “soul” with the word, “life.”  How does your perspective and 
understanding of the passage change with each reading?

  The Greek word for “life” and “soul” in this passage are the same 
word, “psyche.” Culturally, psyche is related to the field of psychology 
and the world of mental health.   Jesus used it to describe the deepest 
part of or the very essence of ourselves. The soul is that which 
animates our bodies in real time and space and will continue to live 
on after our bodies die.  I like to say that the soul is the place deep 
within where we have the capacity to accept or reject God.  A soft, 
conditioned soul becomes the place where we connect with God, 
where God’s desires are planted, watered, and bear fruit in our lives 
for our own sake and the sake of the world.

  How is it with your soul/psyche?  This is the foundational question 
that our Methodist movement was founded upon, and we continue 
to grow in our love for God and others when we honestly answer that 
question. We certainly don’t need to reinvent the proverbial wheel 
here. 
 
  So I leave you with these questions: How do you define your soul?  
How is it with your soul? Who in your life asks you this deeply 
important question regularly?  When you feel your soul is not so 
good, what do you do?  How is that working for you?  What would you 
be willing to do to be able to say more regularly and authentically, “It 
is well, it is well with my soul?”  Email me your thoughts at pastor@
aldersgatebilene.org. It would be great to interact with you.    

Pastor Steve


